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Nationalist Party is entirely drawn from the Hindu community.
The Central Moslem Party is entirely Muhammadan, and we
believe that the Independent Party is now predominantly so.
iWe shall, in a later chapter/ attempt a description of the course
of Indian politics in the light of the Reforms, but without at
present referring more closely to the course of -events, it is
enough to say that the impression produced upon the mind of
an observer familiar with the British Parliament is not so much
one of resemblance as one of difference. Groups form and
re-form, but so far as its pledged supporters are concerned, the
Government is in a permanent minority, and this affects the
whole tone of debate. It may, and often does, carry a division
by a combination of minority groups, but whenever political or
racial feeling runs high, the majority of elected members will
usually be found on the opposition side.

The Official Bloc.

251. The official bloc of 26 members has throughout been re-
garded as under the orders of Government; it has never been
found practicable to adopt the proposals of the Joint Eeport
that officials should be allowed a free right of speech and vote,
though the control has on occasion been relaxed in the case of
provincial official members. The influence of this official element
has been exerted in more ways than one. A solid block of votes
cast definitely for Government has not only had on many
occasions a decisive effect on divisions in the two Houses, but it
has often helped to rally to the support of Government elements
which would have hesitated to support a cause which had not the
strong nucleus of supporters afforded by the officials. The con-
tribution in debate, which their experience has enabled official
members to make on measures affecting the administration, has
been substantial. Finally, the provincial official members have
sometimes expressed the special views of the Governments of
their provinces. But for the most part their membership of the
Assembly is valuable to the authorities because it constitutes part
of the official vote.

There is a natural tendency for nominated members to sup-
port the Government which has selected them for membership
of the Legislature, and we have heard the suggestion made that,
if a nominated member opposed Government in season and out
of season, he would be likely to be passed over when his place
came to be refilled in the new House. But our own impression
is that nominated members have, as a rule, exercised a free
judgment and have endeavoured faithfully to represent the
interests committed to their charge. It is certainly the fact
that some nominated members have been found quite as fre-
quently in the opposition as in the Government lobby. The com-
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